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Kansas City Polytechnic Chorus in the Oratorio “Elijah,’ December 6, 1916. 


David Grosch, Director. 


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Westport High School. 


City in 1899. Prior to the opening of this building in 
e near its present location. 


Westport became a part of Kansas 
1908, the Westport High School occupied a small buildin 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Manual Training High School Opened 1897. 
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eee neereenmeenmmee memes emmenes 
BESRERGEEEEGREEEEREREEESEERE TEE IEE RE 
SESESEIEUEESRERESHETEREEREREEaRE 
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































po — ae eee — -- a a ee ooo AN ANI ALLE AIO AEE REPEC A ELT i TOTO BI ¢ 
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Kansas City’s Union |S tation 





Elementary Schools—Continued. 


mentary schools. The purpose of this period is best 
explained by the following extract from the 1914 
report of the Superintendent of Schools: 


“The school is now being called upon to assume 
responsibility for much that was formerly accomplished 
by the home. If the school is to properly discharge this 
larger field of work, it must have the thoughtful, earnest, 
and sympathetic support of the home.” 

“Tt ig the earnest desire of the Board of Education 
and the teaching body to bring about the highest possible 
development in the growth and general physical condi- 
tions of the children of the public schools. ‘They desire 
to lessen the nervous strain under which children are 
now working, and give them, as far as possible, a happier 
outlook, and enable them to take a more pleasant atti- 
tude toward life. They desire to introduce into the 
schools such activities as will better prepare children 
to meet life’s problems after the school period has passed.” 

To accomplish these desirable ends it was realized 
that great care should be exercised not to make such 
changes as would impair the thorough, painstaking work 
that was being done in the school room. The substantial 
character of past work must not be sacrificed but must 
be conserved at the same time that new activities were 
being introduced. 

An examination of the school day in the larger and 
in many of the smaller cities of the country disclosed the 
fact that we were holding our children to the formal work 
in the academic subjects of the curriculum for a longer 
period and to a later hour than was done in any of the 
cities investigated. We, ourselves, had long realized that 
serious academic study after three o’clock when both 
teachers and pupils were more or less exhausted did not 
produce satisfactory results. For these reasons it seemed 
best to introduce changes at the time when poorest 
academic work was being done and also when a change 
from the severe mental effort of the children was most 
needed, The few academic subjects coming after three 
o’clock which were important for promotion to higher 
grades were transferred to the earlier hours of the day, 
and this time from three to four o’clock given to such 
miscellaneous exercises as would appeal to child nature 
and interests in the broadest and most important phases. 
The design was to substitute in place of the serious formal 
work the lighter cultural, recreational, inspirational ac- 
tivities that would appeal to the varying sides of child 
life and would call forth latent faculties not reached by 
formal work. ‘The design was to relieve the tension and 
permit more joyous, natural, spontaneous, and individual 
expression. It was believed that these activities would 
assist the teacher in discovering the interests and mo- 
tives that were most forceful in influencing and affecting 
the conduct and progress of the children under her charge. 
The widest liberty was given to the schools in the selec- 
tion and arrangement of this work. The suggestions sent 
to the schools were as follows: 


“First. Playground work, under careful supervision.” 
“Second. Individual assistance to pupils who, on ac- 
count of absence or other interruptions, have fallen behind 
in their studies.” 

“Third. Shop work for the boys; cooking, dress- 
making and millinery for the girls.” 

“Fourth. The introduction of such activities as will 
develop the cultural side of child life, such as music, dec- 


Kansas City and Its Schools. 


lamation, dramatics, music and song games, etc.” 

“Fifth. Constructive hand work, such as weaving, 
basketry, paper and cardboard cutting, decoration, etc.” 

“Sixth. Story telling—the introduction of folk-lore 
and the interpretation of child literature.” 

“Seventh. School gardening and such elementary in- 
struction in agriculture as may be found possible.” 

“Righth. Indoor games, and such entertainments as 
may be given in the kindergarten rooms or the assembly 
halls of the building,” and 

“Ninth. The exhibition and explanation of lantern 
slides, moving pictures, etc., and a study of the works of 
art in the schools.” 

“The whole realm of child nature is to receive care- 
ful attention during this period on the part of the prin- 
cipals and teachers. The community interests will be 
studied and as far as possible met, and the effort will be 
made to reach the children through the home, the com- 
munity, and whatever industrial activities may appeal to 
them as desirable for their future welfare.” 

At the close of the year reports from many of the 
teachers who had entered most heartily into the activities 
of this hour seemed to justify the following statement: 

“Many of the most desirable results of the past year 
came from the activities of the informal hour. A genuine 
interest in the recreational, cultural, social, musical and 
vocational phases of child life was developed where this 
work was planned and carried out with care.” 


There have been annually about two thousand 
fewer non-promotions in the elementary schools 
since the introduction of the “Children’s Hour” 
and most of these pupils were saved from failure 
by the special help it afforded them. 

In general, each elementary school building has 
seven grades and a kindergarten. Kansas City has 
adopted the policy of providing kindergarten in- 
struction for all its five-year-old children, and a 
kindergarten room is opened in each elementary 
school whenever an enrollment of twenty-five is as- 
sured. Only very small schools have no kindergar- 
ten rooms. Not counting the School of Mechanical 
Trades, Mercy Hospital, the Problem School for 
Boys, and the schools at the two Orphanages 
(all of which are supplied with public school teach- 
ers) the city has seventy-four regular elementary 
schools; in sixty-one of. which, are kindergartens ; ~ 
in 60, manual training centers; in 59, home eco- 
nomics centers. Only the smaller schools are not 
provided with manual training and home economics 
centers and the pupils of such schools are permitted 
to attend some nearby center one-quarter of a day 
each week to secure the work in these subjects. 

The district supplies the text books in the ele- 
mentary schools without cost to the pupils. Free 
books were introduced in September, 1915, and in 
four years, $120,000 has been spent for text books, 
including supplementary readers, and stpplemen- 
tary reference books for history, geography, nature 
study, agriculture, physiology and civics. 


Page Forty-nine 
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PROFESSIONAL SPIRIT. 


The public school sy.stem of Kansas City is a 


democracy and to capitalize all of the training, 


thought, and initiative of its teachers, they are 
encouraged to make suggestions and to help in im- 
proving the supervision, administration, and teach- 


“ing. Committees and councils of teachers and prin- 


cipals are frequently called together to advise with 
the administration on important matters of policy. 
Many groups of principals and teachers are engaged 
upon various professional problems and from time 
to time report their findings. At the present time, 
a large committee of principals is devising a rating 
card for teachers, and is consulting teachers and se- 
curing the viewpoint of all interested parties. An- 
other committee of principals, working to improve 
the teaching of spelling, has just published, with the 
cooperation of nearly 700 elementary teachers, its 
preliminary report of 2,000 words most frequently 
missed by the elementary school pupils in the 
Kansas City schools. Other groups of teachers are 
now studying such subjects as the relation of the 
first grade and the kindergarten, the amount of 
number work that should be given in the first 
grade and nature study work in the grades. A com- 
mittee on “Grammar in the sixth and seventh 
grades” made a splendid report last year suggesting 
certain eliminations in technical grammar. 


Kansas City is unique in its method of conduct- 
ing professional work among its teachers. One 
meeting of all the teachers is held each month on 
a Saturday and the teachers are addressed by promi- 
nent educators such as C. H. Judd, G. D. Strayer, 
Henry Suzzallo, W. C. Bagley, W. A. Jessup, A. E.. 
Winship, A. Ross Hill, L. C. Lord, Miss Naomi 
Norsworthy, J. F. Hosic and others. These speak- 
ers bring to the teachers new ideas, enthusiasm and 
inspiration, and raise the plane of professional think- 
ing. In addition to these meetings, last year the 
teachers of ‘each grade section held on the same day, 
a session of one hour in which they discussed their 
problems or listened to extension lectures on their 
work. This’ year, the section meetings of the va- 
rious grades are being held monthly during the last 
quarter of a regular school day and consist solely 
of discussion of the problems of the grade. Large 
numbers of the elementary teachers of the city at- 
tend summer schools for professional advancement, 
but owing. to the great desire for advanced pro- 
fessional work by those who are unable to leave 
home during the summer, there will, hereafter, be 
conducted’a six weeks’ summer school for ele- 
mentary teachers. To further assist teachers in 
their desire to improve professionally, a number of 
professional books have been placed in each school 


Kansas City and Its Schools, 


building for their use, and they also have access 
to a fairly well equipped professional department 
in the general public library. 


KINDERGARTEN. 


Although private kindergartens were estab- 
lished in several Eastern cities in the late sixties 
and early seventies, the first permanent public 
school kindergarten in the United States was opened 
in the city of St. Louis, Missouri, in 1873. About 
twenty years later the kindergarten was introduced 
into the public schools of Kansas City, Missouri. 
Its introduction was due to the study and interest 
of that well organized, thoughtful body of women, 
“The Mothers’ Club” which later formed the nucleus 
of the Athenaeum. 

The first kindergarten was experimental and 
was partly maintained by this group, but after two 
years, 1895, the work was cordially endorsed and | 











Emerson Schoo! Kindergarten Field Trip 
for Nature Work. 


Page Fifty 


Elementary S chools—C ontinued. 








Emerson School Kindergarten. 


accepted by the Board of Education. The rapidity 
of the growth of the kindergarten in these early 
years was due to the intelligent interest and the 
active work of the Board of Education, followed in 
due time by the logical demand from principals and 
patrons for such work. 


We now have kindergartens in sixty-one schools 
with two or more rooms in several schools, making 
a total of seventy-seven kindergarten rooms. The 
regular sessions of kindergarten are planned for 
half-days or three hours, and the regular kinder- 
garten time is from 9 a. m. to 12 noon. When 
the number of pupils in any session of the kinder- 
garten reaches an attendance of seventy, a division 
is made. In buildings that do not have additional 
rooms for kindergarten work, a forenoon and an 
afternoon session is planned. In such buildings the 
kindergarten director may teach in both sessions, 
and in such cases is placed on the same salary 
schedule as the regular elementary teachers. This 


Kansas City and Its Schools. 


entitles her to a maximum of $1,000 a year, whereas 
the maximum for kindergarten teachers in the regu- 
lar half-day session is $750 a year. The teachers 
who take charge of two sessions (one in the morn- 
ing and one in the afternoon) are chosen from the 
most experienced and most successful, because they 
have greater adaptability, and because such teach- 
ers merit the increase in salary. 

A kindergarten helper (or substitute) is pro- 
vided for a room of thirty-five or more children at 
a salary of $30 a month for the first, $45 for the 
second year, and thereafter so long as she remains 
a helper. The number of kindergarten substitutes 
on the pay-roll this year is twenty-six, twenty-one 
of whom are appointed as helpers to rooms of be- 
tween twenty-five and sixty pupils. 

The materials employed are the Froebelian 
building blocks, “5th Gift B,” with a chest of large 
Hennessey blocks, two inch tablets, sticks with 
one-third inch base, ranging in length from one to 
twelve inches. 

Limited table and floor space, even in our well 
appointed rooms, as well as the great additional 
expense, have precluded the use of large Froebelian 
blocks. The Hennessey blocks serve fairly well the 
purpose of large models and provide for groups and 
social activities. 

The handwork materials are of the general char- 
acter and purpose of the Froebelian “occupations,” 
differing, however, very materially in other essential 
points ; namely, size, weight and simplicity of forms 
and constructive experiences. 





Children of Faxon Kindergarten Collecting 
Seeds from the Roadside. 
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| Parks and Boulevards 





ANSAS CITY with justice lays claim to the 
title, “America’s Most Beautiful City.” Among 
its many beauties, Tte~Raseo, a scene along. 

which is pictured above, holds a high place. 

Imagine a driveway 150 feet wide running due 
north and south from the northern boundary of the 
city to its southern line, six miles away, widening 
out here and there into a small park or a beautiful 
plaza, until more than a hundred acres of ground 
have been included in its area. 

Lined with charming homes, dotted with foun-— 
tains and gardens, pergolas and artistic shelters, the 
whole presents a boulevard the beauty of which is 
unsurpassed by any in the world. 

The Paseo is but a link in the wonderful con- 
tinuous, connected boulevard system which for fifty- 
one miles winds its beauty-making way through the 
city. : 








